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& Background 
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True or False? 

 

Using digital media for 

educational purposes falls 

under “fair use” and may be 

used without permission or 

paying a fee. 
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RSS 

Feeds 
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Arizona 

Coordinator’s 

Testimony 



7 Soundz Professional & Staff Development and Career Tech for students 

In this digital day and age, the 

bigger concerns are now 

Branding, Fair Use, Media 

Permissions, in addition to 

copyright. 

http://www.cnn.com/video/
http://www.cnn.com/video/
http://www.cnn.com/video/
http://www.cnn.com/video/
http://www.cnn.com/video/
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Branding Rights 
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Professional Development for Media and Technology  
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California State Media Festival example: 
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         Fair Use: 

What do you think it 

means? 



EDUCATIONAL USE 

2009 
http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html 

The distinction between “fair use” and infringement 
may be unclear and not easily defined.  There is no 
specific number of words, lines, or notes that may 
safely be taken without permission. Acknowledging 
the source of the copyrighted material does not 
substitute for obtaining permission. 
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http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html


Section 1.1 

“…only the courts can 

authoritatively determine 

whether a particular use is 

fair use,…” 

FAIR USE GUIDELINES 
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Important Points 

• Relevant to course content 

• Used for face-to-face instruction on a 

closed network 

• No duplication for distribution 

• Credit/ cite the copyright holder 

• One-time use 
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FAIR USE GUIDELINES 



The following have been sued for exceeding FAIR USE 
through the use of technology in media for education: 

• Regional Service Centers 

• School Districts 

• School Sites 

• Administrators 

• Teachers 

• Students 

• Parents 

18 



COPYRIGHT CASE 
During the 2005–2006 school 

year, a large and affluent school 

district with large media programs 

for the students running their own 

cable station, was insistent that 

they were operating within the 

guidelines of “Fair Use,” using 

only portions of songs, not for 

profit. 

 



COPYRIGHT CASE (CONT.) 

The district personnel did not 

understand the proper meaning of 

“Fair Use,” and were forced to 

explain their actions to authorities.  

Although sure that their “Fair Use” 

explanation would hold up, the 

district was cited in 38 various law 

suits totaling over $30 million. 



COPYRIGHT CASE (CONT.) 

Upon further research, the 
authorities also discovered peer-to-
peer sharing of illegal music files 
among students, and filed separate 
lawsuits against the parents of guilty 
students.  One girl had shared over 
5,000 illegal downloads, and her 
current fine is at $3 million. 
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• Know the requirements for Fair Use 

• Always review licenses, terms of use & 

contracts 
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What should we do to protect 

our schools (students, teachers 

and parents)? 
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FAIR USE GUIDELINES 
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Free Play License 
http://freeplaymusic.com/licensing/termsofuse.php 

 
 The assignment must be part of student curriculum, must only be viewed or 

heard within the classroom, campus, on a school’s closed circuit television 

and/or public announcement system and shall be free from any charge or 

admission fee. Free Student Educational Use excludes the use by any school in 

extra-curricular activities including, without limitation, the use in clubs and the 

use of any kind in performance, non-broadcast multimedia, DVD duplication, 

distribution and/or broadcast on a public or educational access TV, cable or 

radio channel, web, blog, and podcast. 

 

 

They have been reimbursed for the above uses from San Diego to Boston!  

http://freeplaymusic.com/licensing/termsofuse.php
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• Know the requirements for Fair Use 

• Always review licenses, terms of use, or 

contracts 

• Migrate toward a Media Permissions 

mentality 
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What Should we do to protect 

our schools (students, teachers 

and parents)? 
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Media Permissions 
 - always document requests and 

approvals 
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As teachers/leaders - 
are we modeling 
ethical behavior for 
our students?  
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